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College Clinician Role Equipment Definition Documentation use with 
client

Required Cleaning Cleaning Documentation (where in client 
chart or with equipment)

Required Maintenance Maintenance Documentation (By who, where) References

OT The OT will incorporate current 
evidence-based infection prevention 
and control protocols for cleaning, 
disinfection and/or sterilization of 
equipment used in their practice 
setting. They will routinely review 
and update protocols as best 
practices evolve.
OT standards follow PHO and PIDAC 
best practices

According to Public Health 
Ontario (PHO), the equipment 
used by health professionals 
in their practice can be 
classified in three different 
ways: non-critical, semi-
critical, and critical.

Records related to specific 
client equipment such as 
wheelchairs and equipment 
clients purchase  are kept in 
the individual client record.

Devices, supplies and equipment used in their practice 
setting are cleaned and maintained as per evidenced-based 
cleaning, disinfection and/or sterilization protocols. 
Protocols must complying with the equipment 
manufacturer’s instructions for use and/or guidelines to 
properly and regularly clean and/or disinfect equipment 
used in their practice. In addition, protocols must comply 
with best practices for the cleaning of equipment including 
non-critical equipment and devices, semi-critical equipment 
and devices, and critical equipment and devices by PHO and 
PIDAC.

OTs must consider whether it is safe to reuse them with the 
same or different clients, under what circumstances reuse 
would be appropriate, and what cleaning and maintenance 
is required. Additionally, OTs must use their clinical 
judgement to determine when commonly used items such 
as pens or measuring tapes should be cleaned or discarded.

Equipment cleaning should be documented 
and incorporate appropriate cleaning, 
disinfection, and sterilization protocols into 
practice.
Maintain documentation as outlined in the 
protocols regarding the cleaning, disinfection, 
and sterilization of devices and equipment 
used in their practice.

The equipment and assessment 
tools used by OTs require periodic 
maintenance and inspection for 
safety, efficacy and accuracy. 
Yes as per manufactures guidelines 
and best practices.

OTs have a responsibility to ensure that records of 
activities (inspection and servicing) are maintained, even 
if this activity and the associated record keeping are 
completed by a facility maintenance department.

OTs who own and operate their own equipment are 
responsible to develop equipment service protocols and 
maintenance records.

Ensure equipment records are retained for a minimum of 
five years from the date of last entry even if the 
equipment is discarded

College of Occupational 
Therapists of Ontario (2019). 
Standards for Infection 
Control. Toronto, ON.
College of Occupational 
Therapists of Ontario (2016). 
Standards for Record 
Keeping. Toronto, ON.

PT Physiotherapists must use current 
and generally-accepted infection 
prevention and control measures. 
Physiotherapists must identify and 
minimize any risks caused by 
infections or the use of equipment in 
their practice. 

As per PHO Not in client record Yes
It is the physiotherapist's responsibility to ensure that the 
equipment they use to is cleaned, disinfected and/or 
sterilized appropraitely. Physiotherapists are responsible for 
not re-using single-use equipment (e.g. single-use 
electrodes) and to follow safe management and disposal of 
waste and sharps 

With equipment Physiotherapists must ensure that 
the equipment they use to provide 
patient care is properly maintained 
and safe. This means ensuring that 
the equipment is inspected, 
maintained, and serviced according 
to the health facility’s policies, 
manufacturers’ guidelines, and 
legislative requirements.

Physiotherapists must have a written process for routinely 
reviewing the maintenance and safety of the equipment 
they use, and be able to demonstrate that they did the 
review. The maintenance may be done by another trained 
individual, but the physiotherapist needs to ensure that 
the review was done and know the date that is was 
completed.

College of Physiotherapists of 
Ontario. Infection Control 
and Equipment Maintenance 
Standard. 

SLP All intervention procedures must 
ensure the safety of the patient and 
must adhere to current infection 
prevention and control practices. 
This includes remaining current 
regarding the core competencies for 
infection prevention and control.

As per PHO Not necessary in client record Equipment cleaning and disinfection are to be applied to all 
patients. All multiple use equipment and materials that 
come into contact with mucous membranes, non-intact skin 
or blood must be disinfected using high level procedures.
The Spaulding Classification for disinfection identifies non-
critical, semi-critical and critical and the corresponding level 
of disinfection required. SLPs must also be aware of and 
comply with any manufacturers’ recommendations with 
regard to materials and equipment disinfection 
recommendations.  

Items labelled as single use should not be disinfected and re-
used. Single use items are for use with a single patient only 
and may only be re-used on that same patient within a short 
duration (e.g. during the same appointment).

With equipment As per PHO and PIDAC this should 
be recorded

As per PHO and PIDAC this should be recorded College of Audiologists and 
Speech-Language 
Pathologists of Ontario 
(2020). General Standards: 
Infection Prevention and 
Control.

RD the guiding principles of routine 
infection control are common to all 
health care professionals and
across most practice settings. 
Infection Control for Regulated 
Professionals is intended to assist the 
health professional in applying best 
practices in infection control and 
prevention. 

PHO and PIDAC 
As per Spaulding 
Classification of Medical 
Equipment

No information  
Registered Dietitians (RDs) 
have the authority to 
perform the controlled act of 
skin pricking for the purpose 
of collecting blood samples 
for monitoring capillary blood 
readings while practicing 
dietetics.

To be cleaned as per classification of equipment (Critical, 
semi-critical and non critical).It is up to you to classify the 
tools and equipment you use in your practice and to 
determine what level of disinfection is necessary.

To minimize the physical and biological hazards associated 
with waste sharps, lancets should be disposed of into 
puncture-resistant leak-proof containers dedicated 
specifically for that purpose.

In equipment records Yes Equipment service records are important where the 
equipment can have health consequences or where the 
accuracy of measurements taken from the equipment is 
vital to the nutrition service provided. RDs should know 
where the equipment service records are kept, should 
they ever need to access them. Equipment service records 
should include:
• a record of the date of inspection or service and by 
whom it was done;
• a reliable reminder system for inspections and 
maintenance; and
• A means to easily access service data upon request.

College of Dietitians of 
Ontario. Record Keeping 
Guidelines for Registered 
Dietitians in Ontario (2014).

College of Dietitians of 
Ontario (2013). Infection 
Control for Regulated 
Professionals.

SW N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
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